
Short papers

Participants in the Reims Congress are invited to present short papers on the theme of the Congress, Baptism: Rites and Christian Life, during the course of the meeting.  Application to present a short paper should include the title of the paper, a brief (two or three sentence) description or précis of the work, and an indication of which of the following research areas is the appropriate location for the paper.  

In some cases, there may be more than one research area that could be appropriate, and this should also be indicated.  

Applications via Email should be sent to:

Martin Stuflesser (martin.stuflesser@gmail.com) and be received by November 1st, 2010.

Successful applicants will be notified by January 2011 and will be scheduled for presentation during one of the days of the Congress.  

Ordinarily the schedule will include 20 minutes for presentation by the author of the paper, in the paper’s original language, and 20 minutes for a bilingual and communal discussion of the paper, led by the conveners of the session.

Papers are invited in the following research areas:

1.  Baptism and ecumenism:  Has ecumenical work on the mutual recognition of baptism affected the baptismal liturgies and/or the baptismal processes of the churches?  Have the liturgical proposals of Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry or other ecumenical documents been received in the churches?  What would “differentiated consensus” mean for baptismal practice?  How is or might be baptismal liturgy changed when it is celebrated in other than western cultural contexts?
2.  History of Christian baptism:  What new insights are to be gained, from all the periods of history, about the actual baptismal practices in which Christians have engaged?  How might this history affect our current understandings and practice?
3.  Baptismal euchology:  What prayers do Christians use in their baptismal liturgies?  Why?  What verbal images or doctrinal assertions are employed?  How is thanksgiving for or blessing of the water practiced and understood?  What does “in the name” mean?  How are we to understand the idea of a “baptismal formula”?
4.  Iconography, Music and Practices:  How is baptism interpreted by the iconography of Christian liturgical space and its architectural arrangement?  What is to be said about fonts and baptistries?  How is baptism interpreted or supported by the music of the churches?  How do the complementary rites of baptism — anointing, illumination, clothing, etc. — interpret its meaning?
5.  Baptismal ethics and the Christian life:  What does baptism mean for Christian living?  In what sense is baptism a life-long event?  How may formation for baptism be also formation for living in the world?
6.  Baptism in postmodern sacramental theology:  Why does baptism matter?  In what sense is it a sacrament?  How does it relate to eucharist?  How does it bring the Holy Trinity to expression?

